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TESTIMONY TO THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE ON RAISED BILL S.B. 948, AN ACT ADDRESSING
EDUCATION FUNDING AND RACIAL EQUITY
Brandon Clark, Chief of Staff, FaithActs for Education,
March 3, 2021

Co-Chairs Senator McCrory and Representative Sanchez, Ranking Members Senator Berthel and
Representative McCarty, and distinguished members of the Education Committee:

My name is Brandon Clark and | am a father of two, soon to be three, a Bridgeport resident, and Chief
of Staff at FaithActs for Education.

Thank you for allowing me to appear before you today. | urge the strongest possible support for S.B.
948, An Act Addressing Education Funding and Racial Equity in Connecticut.

This bill will send millions of dollars to schools that serve Black, Brown, and low-income students, make
funding more equitable by reflecting the learning needs of English language learners and children in
communities with concentrated poverty and fund all public schools through a needs-based formula
that includes magnets, charters, and vocational-technical schools without taking money away from
traditional schools.

| am relatively new to FaithActs, having joined last August. But | am not new to Connecticut.

| was raised by a single mom whose dream was for me to attend college. At the age of 17, her dream
came true and | left home to attend Sacred Heart University where my plan was to play football, earn a
teaching degree, and move back to Boston to teach and coach.

During my freshman year, | took a work-study job in the Bridgeport public schools, a job | would keep
my entire time at Sacred Heart. | worked with the same 5th grade teacher for three out of my four
years in college. She was a rockstar. She cared deeply about her students, worked hard to reach each
and every one of them and shed tears when we discussed the challenges they faced.

Every single year | worked in those classrooms, | worked with kids who shared a similar and
heartbreaking story. Without fail, | would start the year working with a 5th grader who was 12 or 13
years old, in his second round of 5th grade and could not read.

This experience changed my view on education forever. | struggled to comprehend how public
schools could create both a 17 year old college freshman (myself) and a 12 year old 5th grader who
couldn’t read.
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It blew me away, broke my heart, made me angry, and told me my career path needed to be in urban
education, and now in education advocacy.

After college | worked with Bridgeport youth in a variety of school and nonprofit settings before
moving to New York City for six years to continue my career in education, working with some of the
most successful education organizations in the city. This past summer, | returned to Bridgeport to be
closer to family.

As angry as | was as a college student seeing Bridgeport 5th graders who could not read, | was even
more stunned when, upon my return six years later, | saw that little had changed. Ultimately, after a
long debate, my wife and | chose to enroll our children in a private school rather than an under
resourced public school. As you know, that is not a privilege afforded to all. Many of the people we
serve are unable to make the same decision for their children and that’s simply not fair.

The hard truth is the systems responsible for educating low-income Black and Brown children fail more
than they succeed and reeks of racism and classism.

It gives suburban kids all the opportunities in the world while sticking Black and Brown kids with
whatever might be left.

As I've learned more, | can see clearly that was not unintentional. The funding formula makes it that
way... ON PURPOSE.

We ALL know it’'s wrong. We ALL know it doesn’t have to be this way. But only you can make certain
that the injustice ends now. Students of color and those from low income families have been sold short
year, after year, after year, after year, after year, after year. And now, after years of hard-work,
advocacy, and the election of legislative champions that are on this call, you can change that.

I've heard Governor Lamont say he wants to make sure people want to move to and stay in
Connecticut. | get that. I'm one of those people who moved here.

And yet, when | arrived in Connecticut after six years away, | saw little had improved. Children still
could not read. The public schools in Bridgeport and in communities of color across the state are still
underfunded.

Which makes me wonder, who is it Governor Lamont wants to move here? Is it people like me, who
want to live in Bridgeport, Hartford, New Haven and Waterbury and are committed to making our
communities better?
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Or is he just looking to attract people just to places like Westport, Fairfield and Glastonbury?

This is a crucial moment in our history. You have an opportunity to eradicate once and for all a racist
and classist funding structure that mistreats low-income Black and Brown children.

It’s in your hands. We’'re here to help.
Thank you.

Brandon Clark
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